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Version 6.0 Enhancements & Changes 
 

 
 

   DOCKETING MODIFICATIONS 
 

 
Do Not Allow Attorneys to Add Themselves as Representation for an Opposing Party (ONLY 
WORKS IN IE VERSIONS 8 & 9 AND FIREFOX) 
 
Attorneys no longer can be added as counsel for an opposing party.  For example, an attorney for the 
plaintiff cannot add himself as an attorney for the defendant.   
 
If a terminated or new attorney selects parties from the opposing side, the application will display a 
popup message, the selected parties will be deselected, and the system will not advance to the next 
screen. 
 

 
 

 
 

   QUERY 
 
 

Warn PACER Users that Queries are Not Subject to the 30 Page Billing Cap  
PACER users sometimes are not aware that name and case searches (by filed date or last entry date) 
are not subject to the 30 page billing cap, and such searches generally return a significant amount of 
data, resulting in substantial charges.  The following new message appears on the Query selection 
criteria screen for attorney and PACER users: 

 
WARNING: Search results from this screen are NOT subject to the 30 page 
limit on PACER charges.  Please be as specific as possible with your search 
criteria. 
 

Provide an Option to Search for Exact Matches 
The Query selection screen now includes an Exact Matches Only checkbox beside the Last/Business 
Name field.  If this option is checked, the results include only exact matches to the search string 
entered in the Last/Business Name field. 
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Display Party Roles in Output Lists 
Party roles are now displayed beside party names listed on the Select A Person query screen.  
  

 
 
 

 
   REPORTS 
 
 
Docket  Report 
 
Allow Users to Select Specific Documents when Creating an Appendix  
 
When the Docket Report is run in Create Appendix mode, an expand button is displayed next to the 
document number if a docket entry has more than one PDF. The user can select specific attachments 
and/or the main document.  If the default checkbox for the entry is checked, then all the individual 
checkboxes for specific documents for that entry are grayed out, because the attachments will be 
included automatically. 
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If all documents are selected in an entry by checking the main checkbox, then the entire entry and all 
parts are included on the PDF version of the docket report or abridged docket report.  If less than all 
documents are selected with an entry, the entire entry is included in the docket report, but rows 
underneath specify which documents are attached or not.   
 

 

 
 

Provide an Indication that an Attorney’s Email Address is Inactive 
If an attorney has an inactive email address, the label (Inactive) now appears beside the email address 
on the docket sheet.   
 

 
 
Criminal and Civil Cases Report 
The selection criteria screen for the Criminal Cases report includes an option so the user can 
determine whether Central Violations Bureau (CVB) cases should be included in the report output.   
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   PACER 
 
Provide Links to Other Courts and the PACER Case Locator from within CM/ECF 
Two new links allow PACER users to access other courts and the PACER Case Locator from within 
CM/ECF.  The Links to Other Courts menu item points to a court links page on the PACER Service 
Center website, so PACER users can more easily navigate from one court to another without having to 
access the PACER Service Center website outside of CM/ECF.  The PACER Case Locator (National 
Index) menu item points to the PACER Case Locator on the PACER Service Center website.  
 
The Links to Other Courts and the PACER Case Locator (National Index) links open in separate 
windows.   
 
Following are some scenarios where a PACER user may or may not have to enter his login 
information when clicking on either of the two new links: 
 

 If a user who is logged in to CM/ECF as a PACER user clicks on Links to Other 
Courts and selects a court, the user will be required to enter his login information 
only if the selected court is on a release earlier than Release 4.2.   

 
 If a user who is logged in to CM/ECF as a PACER user clicks on PACER Case 

Locator (National Index), the user will not be required to enter his login 
information. 

 
 If a user is logged in to the PACER Service Center site, the user can access all 

court links as well as the PACER Case Locator (National Index) without having to 
enter his login information again. 
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 If a user does not have a PACER ID when initially logging in to CM/ECF, the user 
will be prompted to log in at the PACER Case Locator site or any other court via 
Links to Other Courts. 

 
 
 Do Not Extract Corporate Parents 
The extract for the PACER Case Locator no longer includes corporate parents, so corporate parents 
are no longer included in search results.   
 
Provide Information about the Docket Sheet Threshold, the Case Number Format, and the Court’s 
Offices on the Court Information Page. 
 
The following information now is included on the Court Information page: 

 
 If a docket sheet contains more docket entries than 200, a screen with a warning 

message and options to include docket entries for the past week, the past 90 days, 
the past year, or as originally requested.  The new field Threshold for Large 
Docket Sheet Warning (Entries) appears in the Court Details section of the Court 
Information page.   
 

 The Case Number Format field in the Court Details section of the Court 
Information page includes a translation of the case number format value along with 
an example case number.  The example case number is the most recently filed non-
sealed civil case. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 The offices and names are contained in the new Court Offices table on the Court 

Information page. 
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PACER Fee Increase 
At its September 2011 session, the Judicial Conference of the United States amended the Electronic 
Public Access Fee Schedule for the appellate, district, and bankruptcy courts, the United States Court 
of Federal Claims, and the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation.  The schedule was amended to 
increase fees from $0.08 to $0.10 per page for electronic public access to court records through the 
PACER service.  The CM/ECF software was modified so PACER users are charged $0.10 per page, 
with a cap of $3.00 for those reports that have a 30-page billing cap.  The cost for digital audio files 
remains at $2.40. 


