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JUDGE TOM STAGG

Standing Order 3.511: Magistrate Judge Referrals

General
 

This order shall govern all actions filed in this court assigned to Judge Tom Stagg

unless otherwise ordered by the Court.

The assigned magistrate judge shall have the authority to exercise all of the powers

and duties granted by 28 U.S.C. § 636. This standing order describes in general terms the

means by which those powers and duties are to be exercised.

Civil Cases

All civil actions shall be referred to the assigned magistrate judge for scheduling

matters and, except as set forth below or directed by the court, for the disposition of or report

and recommendation regarding all pretrial motions or matters that arise through the date of

the final pretrial conference. This reference shall include, without limitation, the authority

to:

(1) Conduct conferences and issue scheduling orders and other orders in furtherance

of F.R.C.P. 16 and 26 and other rules governing the administration of civil actions;

(2) Hear and determine any discovery motions or other non-dispositive motions or

pretrial matters, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 636(b)(1)(A); and

(3) Issue proposed findings of fact and recommendations for disposition (report and

recommendation) regarding any dispositive motions, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §

636(b)(1)(B). 

Notwithstanding the authority granted above, and subject to different rules discussed

below for prisoner cases, the following matters shall be noticed or referred for decision by

the district judge unless the district judge directs otherwise: motions for summary judgment,

either in whole or in part; motions for a temporary restraining order or preliminary

injunction; Daubert motions; motions in limine; and such other motions as the court, from

time to time, may direct. 
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The assigned magistrate judge is, in any civil case, authorized to enter orders

regarding the scheduling and review of referred motions or other matters, conduct any

evidentiary hearings that may be warranted in connection with the same, conduct judgment

debtor examinations, impose or recommend sanctions, address motions concerning

garnishments and other enforcement actions, direct the issue of subpoenas and writs, and take

any other actions that are permitted by law.

Habeas corpus petitions filed pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2254 shall be referred to the

assigned magistrate judge for a report and recommendation and any related proceedings.

Civil actions filed by prisoners who challenge the conditions of their confinement

pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 1983 or similar laws shall be referred to the assigned magistrate

judge for the conduct of all pretrial matters. All motions filed in such cases shall be referred

to or noticed for the magistrate judge, who shall take appropriate action with respect to the

motions. The magistrate judge may, when appropriate, conduct an evidentiary hearing and

issue proposed findings of fact and recommendations for disposition of such civil actions.

See 28 U.S.C. § 636(b)(1)(B).

Civil actions filed pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 405(g) that seek review of an adverse

decision of the Commissioner of the Social Security Administration shall be referred to the

assigned magistrate judge for a report and recommendation. When the parties consent to the

disposition of a Social Security case by a magistrate judge, the case shall be referred

automatically to the assigned magistrate judge, who shall thereafter, pursuant to 28 U.S.C.

§ 636(c), conduct all proceedings and issue a final decision and judgment.

Criminal Cases

All criminal actions shall be referred to the assigned magistrate judge for scheduling

matters and, as from time to time directed by the district judge, the disposition of or a report

and recommendation regarding all pretrial matters that arise through the date of the final

pretrial conference or such other date as the court may direct in any particular case.  This

reference shall include, without limitation, the authority to act with respect to the following:

(1) Scheduling;

(2) Discovery matters;

(3) Motions, both non-dispositive and dispositive, that may be referred to the assigned

magistrate judge for disposition or a report and recommendation;
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(4) Pretrial conferences; and

(5)  All other matters authorized by law.

The assigned magistrate judge is, in any criminal case, authorized to enter orders

regarding the scheduling and review of referred motions or other matters, conduct any

evidentiary hearings that may be warranted in connection with the same, impose or

recommend sanctions, direct the issue of subpoenas and writs, and take any other actions that

are permitted by law.


